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basis of social organization, and held that all members
of society should be trained so as to contribute to their
own support and to be sympathetic and benevolent
toward their fellows. Through him education has thus
been more closely related to human welfare. The
present-day emphasis upon the moral aim of education,
the cultivation of social virtues, and the development of
industrial education alike find some of their roots in
the Emile. On the side of method and content also,
education is indebted to the naturalism of Rousseau.
He first insisted upon the study of children as funda-
mental in education, and showed that the material or
activities provided must be in keeping with the dif-
ferent stages of development. Rousseau may, there-
fore, be credited in part with the modern regard for the
freedom of the child and the study of his psychological
development. Through him we have come to abandon
the conception of the child as only an adult on a small
scale. We may thank the Emile to some extent, too,
for the increasing tendency to cease from forcing upon
children a fixed method of thinking, feeling, and acting,
and for the gradual disappearance of the old ideas that
a task is of educational value according as it is dis-
tasteful, and that real education consists in straining to
overcome meaningless difficulties.1 It is likewise due to
him primarily that we have recognized the need of physi-
1 See pp. 63 ff.